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[ EDITORIAL ]

Le 3 septembre 1977, disparaissdgan Rostand On the third of September 199%an Rostand (1894-
(1894-1977)a I'hépital de Saint-Cloud, prés de Paris. Emy977) disappeared at Saint-Cloud hospital, near PanmysE
Conservation se devait, trente ans apres, de rémanenage au Conservation had, thirty years after, to celebrdte great
grand biologiste, entomologiste amateur, pacifiatinirateur de biologist, pacifist, Jean Jaurés admirer, researclie
Jean Jaures, puis, chercheur, spécialiste de thépagénese, parthenogenesis, teratogenesis, for batracianss (dtangs des
tératogénése des batraciens (Les Etangs a Moi(s8es), c'est monstres-1971-“). It's a free thinker who opens toad to
un esprit libre, et méme, un Libre Penseur, quirela voie a la genetic in France. It's a great humanist opposednjigstice
génétique en France, c'est un humaniste qui rdgsttimjustices. :"Science made men like gods before we be sureethuman”,
"La science a fait de nous des dieux avant méme rgques did he said.
méritions d'étre des hommes!" disait-t-il.

Greece, summer 2007 184 000ha burnt in two days,

Gréce, été 2007184 000 hectares de terrain br(lés &8 dead people, hundreds of villages destroyed) 20dldings,
deux jours, 63 morts, des centaines de villagesuid&t 2000 40 000 heads of cattle charred in Peloponnese,0260olive
batiments, 40 000 tétes de bétail carbonisés dansell trees reduced to ashes in Messeny, even Olympgiswitounded
Péloponnése, 250 000 oliviers réduits en cendrdléssenie, by flames during two days....And for us, herpethdts, the new
jusqu'au site d'Olympie menacé plusieurs jourslgmflammes, specie : Testudo weissingeriBour, 1995, just discovered,
et pour nous, herpétologues, la nouvelle espéebestydo classified (“Turtles of the World”, July 2008phn Hopkins Ed
weissingeri,Bour, 1995) a peine découverte, décrite, catalogud8A, A&C Black Ed UK, by Franck Bonin, Bernard Devaux,
("Toutes les Tortues du Monde", juillet 200Bglachaux et Alain Dupré), and as soon as possible, exterminatkdost all,
Niestlé page 268, par Franck Bonin, Bernard Devaux, Alaimthis monstruous fire !

Dupré, conclusion prémonitoire de l'article...), dépjterminée
en quasi totalité dans ce monstrueux incendie... Fatality or Responsabilities ?
As for the french decret (JO N°213,M4f September 2006)

De la fatalité ou des responsabilités @omme pour les which liberalise wild animals trade, coming froneedings, we
Décrets, arrétés, circulaires, textes généraux du iMistére de also have in Greece, responsabilities fopraedicted disaster
I'écologie et du développement durablegeux duJ.O n° 213 du For the decret, is it the pression of economicdl mearket sector
14 septembre 2006 page 13544, texte n° 32, quialisé la of European Union ? (Report on delegation to thendh
commercialisation de toutes les espéces sauvagesntveMinister of Environment, 27 of July 2007) For Grece, they had
d'élevage, il y a bien aussi en Gréce des resplassabur un a government so pride to execute EU’s requiremdots
désastre annoncéPour le décret du 14 septembre 2006, estaecuracy (budget deficit, passing from 5,5% to 2,Btone
la pression du secteur économique et marchand Waol year)... Consequences : no clearing of bushwoobo (45 the
européenne (cf, le compte-rendu de délégation)u? RoGrece, surface of the country), ridiculous number of fiemm with no
un gouvernement fier de précéder les exigencesstle méme material, coordination, with no canadair fleet...

Union européenne, a réduit de facon drastique éésidpublics

(en un an, de 55% a 2,6%..) conséquence: pas de The french decret has been applicated for one year

débroussaillage (dans un pays couvert a 45% desforn@quis et with visible results as the putting away of the 3 Qtotective

garrigues), nombre ridicule de pompiers, sans nehténi laws. No sort of control is possible or conceivabi® difficulty

coordination, sans flotte de canadairs... to pay authorizations on the Net. All sort of wigecies, fund,
captured, trailling from the far end of the worisl,now coming

Car ce "décret" de notre Ministére, s'applique depuiffom a familial breeding, a small innocent pet shexerywhere
plus d'un an, avec des résultats bien visiblesnoema remise en grew in number small ads, 15€, Taachemysfrom an EU
cause de tous les textes de protection des an®&é&s Aucune breeding, 45€ for a small, 75, a big@studogreaca! It's the
espece de contrdle n'étant possible, ni envisageablprocurer 1976 European text we obtained to stop the imgortaof
des certificats sur Internet par contre, ne posairzal difficulté. Trachemys scripta elegans which is now bypassed. thlo
Toute espéce sauvage ramassée, capturée dansele mailurel, mention all what will be released in nature becatiséollidays,
promenée depuis le bout du monde, provient désermiain it's growing, burdensome, durty or transmits dividress...
élevage familial, d'une innocente petite animalempartout
fleurissent les petites annonces, 15€ inechemysd'élevage Jean Rostand was concernedsay “the truth”. He
intra-communautaire, 45€ pour une petite, 75 pow grosse didn't mince his words, this editorial has, | hoge this spirit,
Testudo greacd Car c'est le texte européen que nous avioimgng homage to this great man...We all have tapldo the



obtenu en 1996, pour faire cesser limportation simasde defence. Behind the mediatic french “Grenelle de
Trachemys scriptaelegans en Europe, qui est désormai$Environnement”, a complete other reality is hiddeThe
contourné. Sans parler de tout ce que I'on va hetadans la Round-Table of the 290of November, 19h, “Espace Ricard”,
nature a la veille des vacances ou parce que cadigramust be the first step in mobilisation of all thoséio don't
encombre, salit, ou peut nous transmettre diversesept the disappearance of natural habitats.

maladies...(voir le compte-rendu de la délégation28ujuillet
dernier...)

Alain Veysset

Jean Rostand avait le souci du dire vrai", ne pas
macher ses mots, cet éditorial est, je l'esperes dat esprit,
hommage vivant au grand homme, donc...Nous devons
remonter aux créneaux, derriére les "ci-font, fofoint" du
"Grenelle de I'Environnement” se cache une toutecandalité.
La conférence du jeudi 29 novembre prochain, 1®space
Ricard", doit étre une premiére étape dans la nsalibn de tousg
ceux qui n'‘acceptent pas la disparition programdesemilieux
naturels.

Alain Veysset Cistude sicilienne, iris blanc (de Minorque)

Dossier Médias, TABLE-RONDE.




[ COMPTE-RENDU DE DELEGATION AU MINISTERE DE L'ENVIRO NNEMENT ]

Le 23 juillet 2007 unedélégation SOPTOM, EMYS CONSERVATION, composée d8ernard Devaux, Alain Dupré, Alain
Veysset, était recue au Ministere palle Adeline Hubert, chargée de mission aupres de Mme Nathalie Kdsziddorizet,
Secrétaire d'Etat, 8. Jacques Wintergerst Directeur du Service "faune-flore".

Nous abordons d'emblée la raison de notre dématcte qui nous inquiéte le pluge: décret du 24 juillet 2006, publié au J.O n°
213 du 14 septembre 2006 page 13544, texte n° 32.

Bernard Devaux explique gu'il faut sauver les tortues franca{&sotestudo hermanpidans leur milieu d'origine, dans le Var et en
Corse. "Aprés le nouvel inventaire 2006 réalisél@&@OPTOM et le WWF, la décroissance des populatest rapide et grave. Entre
le premier recensement (1994) et le second (2086)gcroissance est grave ; 35 communes et 85Qesoestimées en 1994 ;
seulement 28 communes et 50.000 tortues estimé80#h; territoire réduit d’'un quart, et populati@guuite d'un tiers. Cette chute
des populations est due a l'urbanisation et awnidies, avec en plus des ramassages. Le Var skopigegapidement, et les zones
naturelles propices aux tortues régressent rapidierhes tortues deviennent de plus en plus raras @anature, alors qu'elles sont
présentes en captivité dans beaucoup de jardinepgaux. Le plus grave est que nos études génstigaentes (2006) ont constaté
gu'une partie des tortues du Var (18%) étaient ldms, a causes des relachages des particuliegsa RO ans, la SOPTOM
récupérait les tortues des particuliers pour re@foles populations sauvages, et ceci jusqu'en. M8kheureusement, on a constaté
qgue ces animaux d'élevage étaient souvent mélaanggss des tortues d’ex-Yougoslavie ou du Maghrebgueprovoquait des
hybridations. Depuis 1995, on ne peut donc pluksetiles tortues des particuliers, & cause demes sanitaires et génétiques.
L’arrété de septembre 2006 vient compliquer lesehq il a été fait pour satisfaire les particslier leurs tortues domestiques, pas la
protection des tortues sauvages. Depuis 1986ptases étaient mieux protégées, il était interditles vendre, les transporter, les
naturaliser, les relacher dans la nature. La $itmaitait bénéfique pour une bonne protection desiés sauvages. Mais ce décret
annule les protections antérieures. C'est un rdeurente ans ; la protection des tortues deviepbssible, et c’est un camouflet pour
nos associations de conservation. Depuis la shetiget arrété, le public est persuadé que less®ront désormais « en vente libre ».
Sur Internet ou dans la presse, de nombreusesnpesoeulent acheter des tortues, ou se les éaftariges animaleries sont
débordées de demandes de tortues d’Hermann. lierige ces tortues est inconnues (ont-elles étéssfma en Provence, ou
viennent-elles des pays d’ex-Yougoslavie ?). llynaisque certain de mélanges entre espécessisgdes sanitaires (mycoplasmes,
herpés-virus). Les tortues d'Hermann sauvagespsotitulierement sensibles a ces bactéries et, wiaissportées depuis le Maghreb,
et qui touchent certains élevages. Par ailleuastdté de 2006 impose la déclaration des tortuesediiques en Préfecture, et ceux
qui en possédent de grande quantité, surtout @aviar, préférent les relacher n'importe ou, pladé de les déclarer aux Autorités.
Ce qui explique les hybridations constatées daRfddme et le Massif des Maures. Cet arrété, impaséruxelles, est donc négatif
pour les pays qui possédent des tortues sauvagesne I'Espagne, la France, l'ltalie. En Catalogog, vivent des tortues
d’'Hermann sauvages, on ne peut élever, possédegobtanger, des tortues d’Hermann. Nous pensoes guance, il faudrait tenir
compte du fait que nous avons des populationslésglans le Var et en Corse, et modifier cet ard@iéenvisager des dérogations
locales. Devant cette dramatique situation desi@srsauvages en Provence, nous proposons la temeeTABLE-RONDE (le 29
novembre, Espace Ricard a Paris, 21h.) entre tdategarties concernées (associations et fédésatimvendeurs, Ministére,
scientifiques, médias) afin d’essayer de trouver st#utions. Mais peut-étre faudra-t-il lancer wangl mouvement national, et agir
sur le plan européen. C’est ce que nous avonsidudaur stopper la vente de certaines « tortueSlaléde » (avec un succes sur le
plan européen). Il faudra sans doute envisagetaligeaction pour éviter que le patrimoine natalelnos régions soit mis a mal par
cet arrété funeste

Jacques Wintergerst: "Comme vous le savez, la directive Habitat-Qiseae protege que les animaux des milieux natuldlis ne
regle pas la distinction entre spécimens naturelsaptifs. En avril 2006, l'arrété européen a étiifié sous la pression des
consommateurs. Si nous ne l'appliquions pas, nbbaissécontraints a des astreintes, de lourdes agsembus avons obtenu qu'il y
ait pour la détention de ces individus, identificatet marquage, l'interdiction d'introduire daasnhture, tout spécimen né captif.
C'est aussi dans le Code de I'Environnement. Dggédes scientifiques sont en cours pour en meRgeonséquences.”

Alain Veysset: "Ce décret ouvre la boite de Panddre commercialisation de
toutes les espéces « sauvagewvenant d'élevages ouvre la porte a tous

trafics... Déja, sans cela, en Italie du Nord, desnateries proposaient de
cistudes venant d'Europe de I'Est, prélevées danatlre, elles sont de plus g
vente sur internet, calibrées "grosses" et "pétiteEn Flandre, ou la législation
locale ne protege pas la cistude, puisqu'il n'yagamais eu dans la nature, @
peut passer commande dans des animaleries, it aldfis d'un aller-retour en
Aquitaine et de ramener des animaux "frais" préesér le terrain... Quels
moyens compte engager le Ministere ? A I'époqua dampagne pour l'arrét d
l'importation des "tortues de Floride", M. VinceBéntata, votre collaborateur
M. Wintergerst, avait rédigé un texte du Ministpaaur interdire les relachers d
ces tortues dans les milieux naturels et dresseradendes a tous ceux qui

feraient. Combien y-a-t-il eu de contraventionsdées ? o o , _ N
Deux juvéniles méme age mais coloration trésreifiie

M. Wintergerst...ne se souvient plus de ce texte.



Alain Dupré intervient a son tour : "sur Internet, la pubBcd'une animalerie, est claire :" Adopter une ®iffrancaise, maintenant,
c'est possible ! Cela veut dire, en fait ; achater tortue d’Hermann (provenance inconnue) dedésbrmais possible, aprés 30 ans
de protection intégrale ».

M. Wintergerst trouve exagérée cette facon d'attirer le chaldntbipque d'informer. Il nous explique alors lasm@i de cette
décision. "Ce décret nous a été imposé par I'UBRiemmpéenne qui prévoyait des sanctions financigoes notre pays si nous ne le
mettions pas en ceuvre. Nous avons tenté de leleetan vain." Il pense que c'est la Banque Euragen du moins le groupe de
pression économique qui a fait pression pour lis@aainsi le commerce des espéces sauvagestéA2D®6, aucune voix ne s'est
élevée parmi les experts francais consultés paworter ce texte qui a semblé faire I'unanimité.

Bernard Devaux souligne que ce texte va provoguer une invasiegnNiC (nouveaux animaux de compagnie), voire dpees
dangereuses comme I€belydra serpentind'Le travail sur la tortue d'Hermann évolue dam®dn sens, le plan d'action qui est en
rédaction actuellement pour protéger les tortué$edhann a le soutien de la DIREN. La SOPTOM s'estnde les moyens
d'intervenir sur le terrain pour protéger voirefoeoer les populations avec un contréle des ad®itientifiques et publiques. Mais
I'espece n'est plus protégée a partir du momeatl@est en vente libre, et ou les particuliersd fsrmporte quoi”

M. Wintergerst :"c'est curieux cet engouement du public pouottue d'Hermann !"

Alain Dupré : " Cet arrété a été immédiatement utilisé partdesariophiles, qui se sont échangés l'informati@m peut désormais
obtenir des tortues d’Hermann ! 'Trés vite, lesfggsionnels ont remis en action leurs filiereseetd réseaux, comme a la "Ferme
tropicale”, et on a vu surgir des tas de livresgpéiconisent I'élevage des tortues, comme il y @28 Certains ouvrages évoquent
méme la disparition prochaine des tortues sauvageslisant : et bien, il en restera en captivi@dst naturellement une totale
idiotie ; on ne peut sauver les tortues que dams fig@lieu naturel ! On a vraiment I'impression, daté des associations, que le
Ministére se soucie plus des collectionneurs etl&ars de tortues, des élevages domestiques, daesderie des tortues sauvages !

Bernard Devaux relance l'idée de la table ronde, le 29 novemboehain a 19 heures, espace Ricard, a Paris, ausdds acteurs
de la protection des espéces sauvages et les métfaat qu’'on se parle, et qu'on présente tridspéement les choses, pour essayer
de trouver de solutions ; Bien entendu, nous esgéyae le Ministére sera présent, et nous voutimvia participer a cette TABLE-
RONDE ».

M.Wintergerst ajoute qu'il n'y a en effet pas de distinctiorremndrtue sauvage et tortue de jardin et que blestgénant et que cela
pose un grave probléme pour toutes les autres espddmales captives ou non. "Nous avons tentérdédier a ce probléme par une
obligation de marquage des animaux captifs, gaiteithanasier ceux que I'on abandonne. Nous amforsné et contribué a une

réflexion en profondeur. Il faut vous tourner vBrsixelles, la Commission n'a pas entendu nos argtsne'est la "Libre Entreprise"

qui a imposé ce texte."

Adeline Hubert, a I'écoute de ces interventions, souligne qusaléent informée, qu'elle va transmettre I'enderdb ces arguments
et ces réflexions.

Nous concluons cet entretien cordiald'une heure environ, en soulignant que mémeét'diimportation desTrachemys scripta
elegans est remis en cause, puisque la vente restaet litimporte qu'elle ferme d'élevage européenipeuater le marché de ces
nuisibles et provoquer les mémes effets que ppadsé.

Minorque 2007 : mare remplie de cendres aprgs Minorque 2007 : femelle cistude Minorque 200? : observation de cistudes
l'incendie de 2006 aLa vall




[ LES TORTUES D'HERMANN MENACEES PAR UNE NOUVELLE LOI ! ]

Des faits :

- les derniers recensements (2000-2006, SOPTONKuedt, sur 12 ans, une chute d’un tiers des difeet
d’'un quart du territoire occupé

- des analyses génétiques dans le Var (2006) nmirguee_6% des tortues observées sont hybrideesyse des
abandons par les particuliers de tortues danstlaena

- la nouvelle réglementation (arrété de septemb@cRlibéralise la détention des tortues domessiguaais
elle est dangereuse pour les tortues sauvages (E@maneélevages non qualifiées, reproductions samsédes,
risques sanitaires et génétiques, échanges d’arimagenes, abandons dans la nature).

- depuis 20 ans, la tortue d’Hermann, considéréenue le reptile le plus menacé de France, a vuftedits
chuter de moitieElle ne survit plus que sur un étroit territcae centre du Var, et en Corse.

Cette situation trés préoccupante pour la fauneaise a été présentée au Ministére de I'Envirorerdre 23 juillet / Par ailleurs,
les réunions dites « Grenelle-Environnement » s¢ genchées sur la situation des animaux protégdsrance /

Il faut alerter le grand public, les détenteurdataues (particuliers, éleveurs, revendeurs, anérg)| les commergants, mais également les hegugtes,
scientifiques, pouvoirs publics et agents de I'Edat ces risques de disparition de la tortue ditéem en France continentale.

Organisation d'undABLE-RONDE, a Paris, le jeudi 29 novembre(19h. Espace Ricard.....) avec toutes les
parties concernées, pour que des propositionstsiiges, et gue I'on essaie, hon seulement deggeotles
tortues domestiques, mais que I'on sauvegardequte tirgence, les tortues sauvages dans leur niliguet
Corse). C'est URGENT.

Seront présents lors de cette grande réunion psajagelle; les scientifiques, les associations,Resivoirs
Publics, les commercants et animaliers, les orgaess de protection, les acteurs de terrain, lesetley; les
particuliers et passionnés qui s’'intéressent aar@maux (et ils sont nombreux) et les médias.

- 19h. / trés courte présentation des études ééalises derniéres années (recensement, géenétue ).

Barbara Livoreil

- 19h. 20/ bréves interventions des invités aitaihe (vétérinaires, scientifiques, herpétologetesaturalistes).

- 20h. / le public et toute la salle pourront intEmir. Nous attendons des idéeprtpositions de tous les participants. Le but deece
table-ronde est de confronter nos points de vud,essayer, tous ensemble, de trouver quelquesiGmupour sauver ces especes.
On peut imaginer la création d’un réseau d’'acalesl tortues, pour éviter les rejets dans la nature.

- 21h. / apéritif-buffet. Pour nous retrouver adgpléanent autour d’'une table et de boissons.

Pour tous renseignements : SOPTOM, B.Devaux, 048926 41 — 04 94 78 28 61 /
Et Alain Dupré, 01 48 81 29 8sbptom@wanadoo.fr

ANNEXES :

1/ Les tortues d’Hermann ; situation en 2007

2/ Causes de cette réduction rapide des populations
3/ Impact et problémes de I'arrété de septembré 200
4/ Quelques propositions.

1/ Les tortues d’'Hermann ; situation en 2007.
Les tortues sont les plus vieux vertébrés de lagia Nées il y a 230 millions d’années, ellessamvécu aux
dinosaures. De nos jours, leur groupe est pardiriient menacé, et sur les 310 especes existigateux




tiers sont considérées par des experts de I'UIChnee en grave danger. Un dixieme est déja presque
« disparu ». Il y a urgence partout ; pour lesugstmarines, pour les especes en Asie et en Afriejuméme,
comme nous allons le voir, pour les tortues en geiro

La tortue d’HermannHurotestudo hermanpvivait il y a encore un siécle, en France, sug bande cétiere de
'Espagne a I'ltalie. Sous la pression de l'urbatien et des activités humaines, elle a été éradigapidement
des Bouches du Rhoéne, des Alpes Maritimes, puidahguedoc Roussillon et des Albéres Francaises.
Aujourd’hui, elle ne survit plus que dans le cemtveVar, et en Corse.

En 1994, un premier recensement dans le Var évo@mi
communes et environ 80.000 tortues (sur 200.00€ares; soit
1 tortue sur deux a trois hectares!!). En 2006, sesond
recensement, mené pendant 5 ans (avec l'aide du \RiAtice)
estime le territoire réduit d’'un quart (150.000 taees, une
trentaine de communes) et les effectifs réduit diens, avec
50.000 tortues envirorJne rapide régression, sous nos yeux. Si
nous ne faisons rien, la tortue aura disparu dedPce dans
trente ans . C’est le reptile le plus menacé dedesac’est la
DERNIERE tortue terrestre de notre pays. Elle swavencore
guelque temps en Corse, ou les milieux sont moéaggaties.
Deux males Hermann qui se poursuivaient Mais la tortue continentale aura DISPARU.

Dés 1986, une association spécialisée s’est ceidax, des naturaliste anglais et francais, nomméBTEIM (Station d’Observation
et de Protection des TOrtues et de leurs Milieletle a ouvert en 1988 un VILLAGE DES TORTUES a &onf(VAR), pour
sensibiliser le public a la protection des tortues pour mener des programmes d’études et de ointtions. Elle a organisé des
Congrés internationaux, et touché le public etdpécialistes internationaux, grace a des commuiuinatet éditions trés spécialisées
(CHELONII, LA TORTUE). Elle a également créé d'autres centiel'étranger (Sénégal, Madagascar) et elle papigca de
nombreux programmes internationaux, avec différgrags qui étudient et protégent leurs tortues f\éet, Afrique du Sud,
Australie, Brésil, Costa-Rica, Etats-Unis, Mexiq@ili, etc...). Aujourd’hui elle poursuit ses travad'étude et de conservation sur
la tortue d’Hermann, dans le Massif et la Plaines ddaures, au coeur de la Provence (maitrise fonc@gtense de I'environnement,
prévention des incendies, information du publig)ssglisation des enfants, nombreuses études dmolmafie, biologie, génétique,
éthologie, écologie, et programme d’élevage etetieise en milieu naturel).

2/Causes de la disparition des tortues

- Dans les années 1960-1990, les causes princigalegéfaction de I'espéce ont été les incendiEse
ramassages.

- De nos jours, les problemes viennent principalgnge
l'urbanisation (le Var est un département en ceoise
importante, avec une urbanisation rapide) et des/ités
humaines (golfs, vignes, routes, zones industgglidlages de
vacances). Le territoire des tortues est en pespéfauction.
Et lorsqu’une zone encore sauvage est touchéenpacendie,
il N’y a plus de phénomeéne de recolonisation paral@maux.
On peut donc dire que l'urbanisation + incendies/pgque une
destruction rapide des milieux naturels, et aceéléda

disparition des tortues.

Tortue d'Hermann carbonisée lors de l'incendie 8n2006 a
Minorque (Les Baléares)

- Débroussaillements intensifs.
Les débroussaillements sont nécessaires (contriedendies et la fermeture des milieux), mais [Fsaition
actuelle des gros roto-broyeurs et machines araeasel (scrapers) est pire que les incendiele ;séérilise les
sol, et tue toute la petite faune. Si I'on veutvgales tortues, il faut revenir aux débroussaiéats manuels,
au moins dans les zones importantes ou cellesrdupant.




-Problemes liés aux tortues en captivité, et aweloarrété de septembre 2006 :

/abandons ou fuites de tortues dans le cerdreeWen Corse (pour ne pas déclarer les animaux en
Préfecture). Ce qui provoque des risques sanit@imgsoplasmoses, herpesviroses) et génétiques
(hybridations) dans les populations sauvages.

/échange d’animaux en captivité, reproductiorentes et déplacements, en utilisant Beshermanni
autochtones, mais mélangées avec des tortues redlodge boettgeri, T. graeca, T. iberaCette prolifération
en captivité de tortues domestiques pourrait éviesr ramassages illégaux, mais elle provoque une
surabondance de tortues captives (jusqu’a 250 cntains jardins du Var) qui ensuite sont systégnatinent
relachées dans la nature, provoquant les dérivedtigaes constatées. Nous retrouvons de plus endau
tortues « exotiques » dans nos massifs, toujousdadnnées par les particuliers (recensement 2006)20

-Le statut des tortues.

Pour le grand public, la vente libre, la tortue dieé® en animalerie, la nouvelle libéralisation,debanges, les
foires aux tortues, donnent a la tortuee image d’animal domestigueDe ce fait, cela dévalorise le travail de
protection des tortues sauvages, et cela handicapement ceux qui veillent a protéger les espsaasages.
Le grand public ne comprend pas quia 4ortue d’Hermann disparaisse dans son milieuunait», alors
«gu’elle est innombrable en captivité Mais on vient de le voir, il est impossible tiliger les tortues des
particuliers pour le renforcement des populatiomsvages, pour causes génétiques. Il y a donc amegr
confusion dans les esprits ; d’un coté les tortlieess d’Hermann sont en surnombre en captivit@yaiferent
(mais ce sont pour la plupart des hybrides). D’utreacoté, les VRAIES populations sauvages seiesmtéf
rapidement, et sont méme affaiblies par le rejetatities hybrides par les particuliers. ParadoXicite a
résoudre, du a cette prolifération de la captieitdes élevages chez les particuliers.

-Incendies graves tous les dix-quinze ans.

Lorsque les conditions sont réunies (année sectigaede, mistral, donc feux importants) de vasées ple la
forét provencale disparaissent en fumée. Associés r@duction des habitats, ces incendies finispamt
éradiquer les populations restantes.

3/Impact et problémes liés a I'arrété de septerdbos.

-Avant cet arrété, les tortues francaises étaiemhigtux en mieux protégées. Depuis 1976, divemgsdécrets, arrétés, limitaient I'utilisation ckes animaux, et
contenaient leur disparition (interdiction de rasesd’élever, de reproduire, de vendre, de naseralcette espece).

Le grand public s’était habitué au fait quées tortues d’Hermann sont totalement protégéespptne peut
plus en possédes.

Cette réglementation tres sévere était bénéfiqgue pes animaux, et protégeait les populations messa Elle
permettait également d’affirmer le statut de I'espgespece en danger, rare, et TOTALEMENT
PROTEGEE.

-L’arrété de septembre 2006 est un recul de 30etmemet tout en question.

-Il a été imposé par Bruxelles, sous la pressianpdsg's du Nord, qui n’ont pas de tortues sauvages eux, et
dont les habitants sont souvent de grands tertalegpet amateurs de tortues en captivité (paréiceient
'Allemagne, la Hollande et la Belgique). L’'Etatafricais a été obligé de céder aux demandes de fiUnio
Européenne a ce sujet (Directives Habitat, predgiénale économique).

-Il provoque surtout une « explosion » des élevages achats de tortues, des mises en captivité tkibs de
tortues » augmentent sans cesse. La tortue estniisoassimilée aux NAC (Nouveaux Animaux de
Compagnie) avec toutes les dérives que cela impl{gantes sur le Net, véritables bourse aux tontaess,
prix en augmentation, pression sur les espéces ratedonc développement du commerce, des trafes,
prélevements dans la nature-). Pour les tortuespéennes, cela implique des échanges importants ent
particuliers, sans aucun contrdle, avec de védataklfoires aux tortues », avec mélanges et reptiods de
n’'importe quelle espece. De ce fait, cela provadggerisques accrus d’hybridations et de dangersagas.

-Les Testudo graecat Testudo iberapar exemple, sont porteuses saines de mycoplastmiesrpesvirus.
Lorsqu’elles se retrouvent en Europe, dans un tliphas humide, la maladie se développe, et se rrans



rapidement aux tortues d’Hermann. En quelques muischeptel entier peut étre touché, et les déops s
nombreux. Ces maladies ont été trés documentéds ParJacobson, a Gainesville, aux Etats-UniBinstitut
de Detmold en Allemagne.

-Enfin, effet pervers, I'obligation (liée au nouvatété) de déclarer ses animaux en Préfectuds passer un
Certificat de Capacité lorsqu'on possede plus dmr@ies en captivité, provoque une panique chez les
propriétaires importants, et de nombreux particslgéférent relacher leurs tortues rapidement tenbois.

Ce qui devient grave dans les deux régions ou vieecore des tortues sauvages, dans le Var et se.Co

4/ Quelgques propositions.

En 1986, les plans de conservation rédigés et mie@vre par la SOPTOM proposaient quatre actiansipales pour sauver les
tortues d’'Hermann :

/maitrise fonciére et protection des milieux (ashdé terrain, mises en réserve, opposition a deftprdévastateurs -circuit

Michelin-)

/études et recherches (la SOPTOM a financé ou édedwnombreuses études et théses, DEA, mémoies, tdutes les disciplines

possibles ; biologie, écologie, pathologie, paddsgie, conservation)

/sensibilisation, du grand public et des scolaim@ssi que des milieux spécialisés et scientifiquesncais et internationaux

(conférences, visites du Village, médias -TV espee, éditions de livres et documents, publicatsmsntifiques)

/réintroductions. Les tortues issues d’'élevagevgetiétre replacées en milieux naturels, dans adiesszsurveillées et suivies, afin de
recréer des populations sauvages locales (exeriipldy Levant).

Aujourd’hui :
-mise en place prochaine, par le Ministére de liEbmnement, du « Plan de Restauration National la dertue d’Hermann.

-protection des milieux naturels, maitrise fonciereéserves.

/achats de terrain, par I'Etat ou des associations.

/actions contre des projets négatifs pour les ¢sr{golfs de Vidauban et de Flassans, tracé duTi@V)
/protection de zones (nouveau projet de réservs l@aRlaine des Maures)

-information trés large du public sur les dangegs thises en captivité ; médias et TABLE-RONDE dun29embre. Essayer de
trouver des solutions avec nos partenaires pouli@e€la situation.

/intervenir a Bruxelles contre cet arrété, ave@bags ou vivent des tortues sauvages (Espagnie) Ital

/plan-médias pour éviter les abandoles Ninistere nous confirme que dans les six moisvignnent, un complément législatif
permettra d’interdire tout lacher de tortues, domigses ou sauvages, dans le milieu nafuréhire comprendre au public les dangers
de la captivité, des hybridations, des mélangeestbandons.

/aider a une meilleure prise de conscience suolfses sauvages (conférences, affiches, éditieriwie, opérations d’information -
bus d'information)

[faire participer les particuliers a un plan-sawareg, et sensibiliser les propriétaires a une ee#l gestion des tortues en captivité
(stages de formation). Responsabiliser les animealet vendeurs, les associations et fédératieasayer de rapprocher ces groupes
irréconciliables , celui de la conservation et cdks amateurs-éleveurs.

-reprendre les programmes de réintroduction, aaecdrd du CNPN. Particulierement dans des zonésepvées comme I'Estérel
(site classé), a partir de juvéniles obtenus dassélevages du CRCC de Gonfaron. On peut recaosrstiles populations, ou en
renforcer, au moyen de productions de tortues gitwgi sauvage, remises dans la nature au stadedsitb-acomme cela se fait un
peu partout dans le monde (Galapagos, Seychellesralie, Afrique du Sud).

-changer les mentalités ; la tortue est un animaVtage, pas un animal domestigAe moyen de campagnes de presse, de films, de
passages a la télévision, de livres, albums deebdadsinée, conférences, congreés et large infamattionale. Pour freiner cette
tendance a la mise en captivité des tortues, et faamprendre qu'il s'agit d’animaux protégés, enevde disparition. C'est ce
changement de mentalités qui peut permettre diéhatearéfaction de I'espéce.

-Discuter avec les Eaux et Foréts, Municipalité®mtreprises de débroussaillements, afin d’amélioes débroussaillements, et
éviter la mortalité excessive des tortues. S’enesdr des sites a mieux protéger. Eviter les bobyeurs a certaines époques et en
certains lieux. Préférer les débroussaillements-sesmnuels (mais qui restent plus colteux -trouvess compensations financiéres).

Toutes ces actions devraient améliorer la situatiodes tortues d’Hermann en France
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5) Mass Export Of Texan Turtles
Sounds Alarm: Popularity Of Dish In
China Prompts Concern

April 15, 2007 Houston Chronicle, By
Shannon Tompkins

A week or so into a new job in Beijing
not many months ago, young
American journalist Wendy Lee joined
friends for a meal at a popular
restaurant in the Chinese capital.

The California native's Chinese was a
bit rusty, so when time came to order
her meal she let of her friends pick the
dish

."The waiter came back carrying a live
turtle in a bag and showed it to us,"
Lee recalled last week during a
gathering of journalists.

The turtle was to be the main course
of the group dinner, she learned
Later, in Hong Kong, Lee discovered
a popular dessert, often sold on the
street, that "looks like brown Jello, but
doesn't taste like it," has ground turtle
shell as one of its ingredients.

Turtle, as Lee came to realize during
her stay in China, is a hugely popular
dish in this largest Asian nations.

And that popularity coupled with a
thriving China's integration into the
world economy has created trouble
for Texas turtles.

A drain on population Many of the
turtles being consumed in China
today come from Texas waterways.
And that drain on Texas turtle
population has wildlife managers,
biologists and others with interest in
natural resources concerned about
the impact of the nearly unregulated
harvest on the state's wild turtles.
Demand for turtles as food has
stripped China of its wild turtle
populations. So, while commercial
turtle farms are springing up in the
country, much of the demand for food
turtles is being met through importing
turtles.

Texas has become a source of that
supply.

For the past several years, tens of
thousands of Texas turtles have
annually been collected from the wild

and shipped, live, to the Far East
where they've ended up on plates.
According to admittedly imprecise
data collected by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department through its eight-
year-old non-game permit system, an
average of about 95,000 wild-caught
Texas turtles annually are being
collected or purchased by dealers.
Some of those turtles - diamondback
terrapins, box turtles - are destined for
the domestic international pet trade.

But the majority - common snapping
turtles, softshells, musk and mud and
map turtles and eared sliders - are
fated for the food market.

Data collected by the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife  Service, which monitors
export of wildlife, documented
256,638 Texas turtles exported

through the Dallas-Fort Worth Airport,
alone, from 2002-05.

The majority of those quarter-million
turtles were “food" turtles.This
development of the turtle trade caught
Texas wildlife officials somewhat by
surprise."We are moving into an area
where there is a demand - a
seemingly unlimited demand - for
resource that wasn't there, before,"
Matt Wagner, director of TPWD's
wildlife diversity program, told the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission
at an April 4 meeting.Turtles - with the
exception of a handful of species,
such as sea turtles, designated as
endangered or threatened - fall into
the broad category of "non-game"
wildlife under Texas law.

And Texas law long has put few, if
any, restrictions on taking of non-
game wildlife.

Until 1999, when TPWD created the
non-game collection and dealer
permit system, a hunting license was
the only document required to take
and sell unlimited numbers of non-
game wildlife.

Prior to the rise of the foreign
markets, commercial harvest of
Texas' turtles and other non-game
wildlife such as snakes and lizards
was limited, and the liberal non-game
regulations deemed sufficient.

But over the past decade, the
booming commercial market in non-
game wildlife, especially turtles, has
triggered alarms.

Turtle populations are particularly
susceptible to overharvest. They are
long-lived and take years (as long as
a decade for some species) to reach
sexual maturity. Adult turtles have low
reproduction rates (some box turtles
lay only a pair of eggs per year) and
high mortality of eggs.

Commercial harvest of adult turtles
can send a population spiraling, and
such harvest is not sustainable for
long, as China and other counties
have found and several recent
scientific studies on turtle population
in the United States underscore.

Texas is one of a handful of states
allowing unlimited harvest of turtles
and other non-regulated non-game
wildlife. But that could change.At its
meeting this month, the TPW
Commission approved a  staff
recommendation to officially propose
rules revamping the state's
regulations governing commercial
harvest of non-game wildlife.

Proposal under review Under that
proposal, commercial harvest and
collection of non-game wildlife would
be limited to 84 species on a "white
list" drafted by TPWD staff.

That proposed list includes 11 species
of frogs and toads, one salamander,
two mammals, 45 snakes, 18 lizards
and no turtles. Commercial harvest of
all  wild-caught turtles would be
prohibited under the draft regulations.

"Clearly, today, the days of market
hunting have passed,” Joseph
Fitzsimons, commission chairman,
said during the meeting. The
proposed regulations will be subject to
public comment over the next few
weeks. TPWD will consider those
comments when drafting a final
recommendation for the TPW
Commission to consider for adopting
at its May 24 public meeting in Austin.



If the commission approves sweeping
changes in the state's regulation of
commercial harvest of non-game
wildlife, Texas turtles could become
much less common on menus in
restaurants halfway around the
world.And the reptiles would stand a
much better chance of remaining vital
pieces of the amazingly complex and
hugely important natural mosaic of life
on the Texas landscape

4) China's Turtle Farms Threaten
Rare Species, Experts Say

National Geographic 3/27/07, Scott
Norris

China's hunger for turtle meat, which
has sparked a conservation crisis
across Asia since the 1980s, is
increasingly being met by farm-raised
animals.

But the rapid expansion of
commercial turtle farming is
continuing to place China's native
species at risk of extinction, some
experts say. At the same time,
continuing demand in China for wild
turtles is now affecting species from
other parts of the world, including the
United States.

In a letter published in the February
issue of the journal Conservation
Biology, four turtle experts from China
and the U.S. wrote that turtle farms
are the number one purchasers of
Chinese turtles captured in the wild.

"The captive breeding of turtles for
profit is widespread in China," said co-
author James Parham, of the
California Academy of Sciences in
San Francisco. "The sheer scale of it
dwarfs all previous predictions.

"Turtle farmers buy wild-caught turtles
to improve their breeding stock,"
Parham explained. "There is a belief
that wild turtles breed better in
captivity than captive-born turtles.”

Parham worked with Shi Haitao, of
China's Hainan Normal University, to
survey the extent of Chinese turtle
farming and assess its impacts.

The biologists report that more than a
thousand turtle farms valued at more
than a billion U.S. dollars currently
exist in the country.

is a turtle
with the

Peter Paul
conservation

van Dijk
expert

Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit
Conservation International, who was
not involved with the new survey.

He said some farms are primarily
illegal laundering operations that sell
wild-caught turtles as "farm raised."
Others, he said, "persist in attempts to
be the first to mass-breed a particular

[threatened] species. These are
particularly  damaging to  wild
populations."

Conservationists had hoped that

commercial turtle breeding could help
solve the crisis of over-harvesting,
which has brought many Asian turtle
species to the brink of extinction in the
wild.

In part, van Dijk said, the practice has
been beneficial. He recently surveyed
four major Chinese turtle markets and
found that the large majority of turtles
came from farms.

"Wild-collected  turtles--nearly  all
tropical Asian species--have reduced
from 70 percent market share in 2000
to about 30 percent market share now
in the visible trade in South China," he
said.

Other factors may also have
contributed to the change, such as
improved import restrictions as well as
the sobering fact that many Southeast
Asian turtle populations are greatly
depleted.

But at the same time, commercial
breeding has placed significant new
pressures on Chinese species, nearly
all of which are threatened.

"Farming is a major additional impact
on Chinese wild turtle populations but
probably the savior for Southeast and
South Asian turtles,” van Dijk said. In
China, he said, turtle farming "has the
potential to place a premium value on
the very last wild animals, which
means it will be profitable and
economically worthwhile for local
collectors to go out and look for
them."

Letter co-author Parham agreed,
adding that "the demand for [breeding
stock] is real. For some species, such
as the coveted golden coin turtle, the
desire for wild-caught males can be
extremely high."

As Chinese turtles become
increasingly rare, Parham said,
farmers have been turning to non-

native species. Sliders and snapping
turtles from the United States are a
growing part of Asia's farming trade.

Commercial-scale harvest of wild
turtles in the U.S. for export to China
is a growing phenomenon, subject to
only minimal regulations in many
areas, he noted. "Some of these
turtles inevitably escape into the wild,
potentially spreading disease or
competing with native  Chinese
species," Parham said.

Impacts are also expected at the
other end of the supply chain.

The nonprofit World Chelonian Trust
documented exports of more than
700,000 wild-caught U.S. turtles from
2003 to 2005. The majority went to
Asian turtle farms and food markets.

China's appetite for turtle soup has
already reduced populations of
Maryland's state reptile, the
diamondback terrapin.

The state legislature is now
considering bills that would
permanently ban commercial terrapin
harvests. "This is definitely a growing
trend, and we are very concerned
about it," van Dijk said.

Parham also points to a more recent
example from Texas. As reported in
several newspapers, a local
businessman has been recruiting
assistants to help capture 300,000
wild turtles a year for export to Asia.
Common shapping turtles and red-

eared sliders--both relatively
abundant species--are the primary
targets.

But biologists worry that threatened
species such as the alligator snapping
turtle may inadvertently be affected.

Overall, Parham said, "instead of
alleviated pressure [on wild
populations], we're seeing the

opposite pattern. "It seems that the
tentacles of Chinese demand are still
spreading outward, despite the fact
that the captive breeding of Chinese
turtles is still developing."

For copy of letter email me at
asalzberg@herpdigest.org

HAPPY WORLD TURTLE
MONTH CELEBRATE WITH
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[ TORTUES DE BULGARIE, TROUVE SUR INTERNET ]

** Testudo graeca and Testudo hermanni

These two tortoise species are widespread, but thenbers are rapidly declining, especially in laad
regions subject to intensive agriculture. They @s® traditionally used for food, for "medicinaéatments,"”
and as live souvenirs, gathered by Bulgarians aneigners alike in the low mountain areas and alireg
Black sea coast. Areas in Bulgaria that have teeiare shown on Map 1 with a scaled rating. The isa
based on a written questionnaire sent in the y2ar$- 1979 to all inhabited areas of the countnd an
surveys of their abundance in territories nearilldges.

Tortoise consumption among the Bulgarian populaisoshown on Map 2. In 1981, Order No: 128 waseadsu
by the MOE, providing complete protection of thedatortoises over the entire territory of the coynt
effective over all seasons. In 1985, the InstitoteZoology and the MOE issued a poster calling thoe
protection of tortoises and disseminating the tgixthe protection order. From 1986 to 1989, sont®Q,
posters were distributed and posted at around i€ in the country.

Order No: 729/1986 placed the tortoises underllatigtiter protection regime. The order not onlydm their
destruction, but deemed their capture an "indisabies offense.” This has allowed sanctions to beosep
when poachers are caught, even if the tortoisesinaneediately released. Restaurants that specialized
cooking tortoise have shut down. Information abtwet tortoises' protected status, as well as thsgtegsness
for "medicinal treatments," was also broadcastamhor and television. Many poachers were heavilgdirand
this fact too was broadcast. All of this resultadaidrastic reduction in the destruction of toesiswhile live
capturing has become social stigmatized. Unforelpatortoise protection work has declined in thstlfew
years due to a shortage of finances and a gemeiabf respect for the law on the part of most Bukns.

* Emys orbicularis

This species is not as acutely endangered as ttoastss. It has suffered eradication throughout lmoicits
traditional range due to the drainage of marshesgections or changes in the river channels anthaand
capture by terrarium enthusiasts. However, it le@stablished itself along newly built microdamsngs and
fish farms. This species is not used for food oedminal treatments.” Many turtles, however, arstrged
when they are caught by line or captured by the néfishermen. Special measures for their pratecwill

need to be undertaken in the near future.

*I Mauremys caspica

Extremely limited in distribution. A number of thehabited ponds were destroyed in the Petrich-Saida
plain, near the volcanic hill Kojuha, as a resultadand reclamation project. These ponds had ah lb@en

created several decades earlier as part of a lapbvement program. Another of its habitats, nbantllage

of Slaveevo in the Ivailovgrad area, is heavilylyd with petroleum products emitted by the Ivegmad

metals plant. The Karchovia Sazluk wetland, nealeBgrad, has been drained almost entirely. Howether

species has retained significant numbers withinkanldistance of the neighboring floodplain creatbgdthe

local river.

In the years 1974 to 1979, Bulgarian and foreigmisbs completely destroyed the population of twecses of
marsh turtles that inhabited the little river thliws into the Black Sea along Ahtopol's northemadh.
Meanwhile, in the artificially created carp pondsan Levunova and Lebnitsa, not too far from Sarklans
numerous populations dauremys caspichave been observed breeding in man-made pondsydains, and
water-filled sand quarries. Others have been obsem Svilengrad, in the village of Mandritsa, amelar
Ivailovgrad, as well as other places. The total benof this species in Bulgaria is estimated atvbeh 600
and 1000 (Beshkov, 1987).
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2) Tiny Turtles Stage A Comeback
Red-Eared Sliders Shed Their Dirty
Reputation With Help Of Senator,
Scientists

By Kim Campbell Thornton, June 12,
2007

If you were a kid in the 1960s or early
1970s, you probably had a red-eared
slider as a pet - or at least one of your
friends did. The baby turtles with dark-
green shells, striped legs and faces
marked by a red streak behind the
eye were the "it" pet for a generation
of kids until the Food and Drug
Administration banned their sale.

Now, the pocket-sized turtles may be
ready to make a comeback.

The sale of turtles with shells smaller
than 4 inches was banned in 1975
because the sweet-faced reptiles
harbored a dirty little secret: They
shed salmonella. Kids became
infected with the dangerous germ
after putting their turtle-tainted fingers
- or the turtles themselves — in their
mouths.  Regulators  figured by
banning turtles smaller than 4 inches,
they'd curb the pet's popularity, and at
least bigger shells wouldn't be able to
fit into kids' mouths.

Salmonella poisoning strikes kids
particularly hard, and can cause
vomiting, diarrhea, joint aches,
headaches, and in some cases even
death. A 4-week-old infant in Florida
died earlier this year from salmonella
acquired from a pet turtle, says
Stephen Sundlof, director of the FDA
Center for Veterinary Medicine.

Before the ban went into place in
1975, an estimated 100,000 cases of
salmonella sickness occurred each
year as the result of baby turtles and
other pet reptiles, Sundlof says. Since
the tiny-turtle prohibition, that number
has gone down by about a quarter.

Help in high places

Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu of
Louisiana believes it's time to lift the
baby turtle ban. Arguing that new
technology developed in her home
state makes turtles safer to keep as
pets, she introduced an amendment

to the FDA Revitalization Act to once
again permit their sale.

The Siebeling method, developed at
Louisiana State University in Baton
Rouge, disinfects turtle eggs so baby
turtles can emerge salmonella-free.
Landrieu's amendment calls for states
in which turtles are raised - primarily
Louisiana and Mississippi - to issue a
certificate of sanitization signed by a
federally certified veterinarian to
ensure that turtles offered for sale
have been treated by the Siebeling or
a similar method.

The Senate passed the bill containing
Landrieu's amendment last month,
and the House is expected to vote
Thursday. Will it pass? "l think we
have a pretty good chance," Landrieu
says.

But while the Siebeling method can
drastically reduce the presence of
salmonella in turtles, it doesn't
eradicate it. That's because turtles
can continue to shed salmonella
throughout their lives even after
treatment.

"The bacteria is in their intestinal tract.
Sometimes they shed it, sometimes
they don't, so it's not easy to tell when
the animals are perfectly salmonella-
free, even following treatment,”
Sundlof says.

Despite their dirty reputation, the little
turtles would likely become a big hit
with kids and parents if the ban were
lifted, says Helen Ogaldez, an
assistant manager at Fairwood Pet
Center in Renton, Wash.

"I think if they were made legal,
people would learn more about them
and be able to purchase and care for
them properly," she says.

The Humane Society of the United
States would like to see the ban
remain in place. "In addition to the

health risks, selling small turtles
threatens animal welfare and the
environment,” says Beth Preiss,

director of the society's exotic pets
campaign. Preiss says many turtles
die from poor shipping conditions and
improper care. People who tire of

them often release them into local

ponds or lakes, where they wreak
environmental havoc. Released
turtles can spread disease and
parasites to wild turtles.

Long-term, costly commitment
Veterinarians are concerned that most
people aren't prepared to care for the
baby turtles. Sure, red-eared sliders
start out looking like a little toy, but
they can grow to be 10 to 12 inches
long and could potentially live for 50
to 70 years, given good care.

The semi-aquatic turtles need water
deep enough for swimming, a dry spot
where they can get some sun or
warmth provided by a heat lamp, full-
spectrum light and a water heater, as
well as a filtration system and weekly
partial water changes to prevent the
buildup of waste products, says Scott
H. Weldy, a veterinarian at Serrano
Animal and Bird Hospital in Lake
Forest, Calif. The cost of an indoor
setup can run up to $200.

Inadequate care is a concern,
Landrieu acknowledges. "We have
some language in the bill about care
of the turtles and appropriate ways to
raise them so it's done in a safe and
humane way. Also, | think there's a
trend in the pet industry toward
responsible pet ownership and how to
raise and care for animals in their
proper habitat."

Ginny Guidry of Spring Valley, Calif,
had baby turtles as a kid and would
love to get one for her 11-year-old
son, but says she'd teach him to take
better care of his turtle than she did.
"My younger brother and | bought
them at Woolworth's,” she says.
"They were cute and we loved them,
although that wasn't enough to keep
them alive for very long. They usually
died after a few months, probably
because we kept them in glass bowls
with a bit of water and a rock."

As far as salmonella fears, she's not
worried because parents should just
teach kids to wash their hands after
handling a turtle just like after going to
the bathroom. "Frankly, I'm more
concerned about an E. coli infection
from a salad than salmonella from a
turtle."



Kim Campbell Thornton is an award-
winning author who has written many
articles and more than a dozen books
about dogs and cats. She shares her
home in California with two Cavalier
King Charles spaniels and one African
ringneck parakeet.

Turtle safety

When it comes to preventing
salmonella infection, remember what
your mother told you : wash your
hands.

Clean hands thoroughly with soap
and water before and after handling
turtles, cleaning tanks and feeding
turtles. Even indirect contact can
spread salmonella because it can live
on surfaces for days.

Salmonella can be spread by reptiles
and amphibians other than turtles,
including iguanas, snakes, geckos
and frogs, so the same hygiene
precautions apply to handling and
caring for them.

Keep turtles out of reach of infants
and young children.

6) Small Turtles Dangerous Pet
Choice For Children (American
Academy of Pediatrics)

They May Be Cute, But They Also
Can Be Deadly. That's The Message
Health Experts Wish To Convey To
Families With Children Under Age 5
Who Might Be Considering Small
Turtles As Pets.

AAP NEWS PARENT PLUS

©Copyright ©2007 American
Academy  of Pediatrics. July
2007,Volume 28 « Number 7
WWw.aapnews.org

INFORMATION FROM YOUR
PEDIATRICIAN

While sale of these small turtles for
educational purposes in schools is
legal, the tiny reptiles do not make
appropriate pets in the homes of
young children, according to theFood
and Drug Ad ministration.

Small children and people with
suppressed immunity are more likely
to become sick from salmonella, the
bacteria harbored by the turtles.

In the 1970s, the small turtles caused
major health issues, accounting for

100,000 salmonella cases. A
government ban on the sale of turtles
with shells smaller than 4 inches in
diameter as pets has prevented at
least 100,000 salmonella cases
annually,according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

“These little turtles are not appropriate
pets for young children,” said Larry K.
Pickering, M.D., FAAP, editor of an
American Academy of Pediatrics’
book of infectious diseases, Red
Book. He advises those with small
children to remove the turtles from the
home.

Parents and caregivers with turtles
and other reptiles in the house are
advised to assume that all reptiles can
expose children to salmonella and
should follow safety precautions while
handlingthe creatures, including :

e avoiding changing the creatures’
water in the kitchen sink or around
food preparation areas;

* preventing children from kissing the
reptiles or putting their hands in their
mouths after handling them; and

» washing children’s hands thoroughly
with warm soapy water after contact
with any animals or animal product.

Some breeders and pet shops sell

reptiles that they claim are
salmonella-free. However, reptiles
can become re-infected with

salmonella from the environment fairly
easily, said Dr. Pickering.

“Turtles are salmonella factories,” Dr.
Pickering said. “All reptiles basically
carry salmonella. You have to assume
if you see a turtle that it's got
salmonella in its intestines.”

Trisha Korioth

(This information may be freely copied
and distributed with proper attribution.

7) Small Turtles Dangerous Pet
Choice For Childrenturtle-Associated
Salmonellosis In Humans --- United
States, 2006—2007

July 6, 2007 / 56(26);649-652
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention
1600 Clifton Rd, MailStop E-90,

Atlanta, GA 30333, U.S.A

Department of Health and Human
Services Weekly

Turtles and other reptiles are
reservoirs of Salmonella and have
long been a recognized source of
Salmonella infection in humans (1).
Small turtles have posed a particular
danger to young children because
these turtles might not be perceived
as health hazards and can be handled
like toys. Salmonella infections in
children can be severe and can result
in hospitalization and occasionally in
death (2). The association between
Salmonella infection in children and
exposure to turtles led to a 1975 law
prohibiting the sale or distribution of
small turtles (i.e., those with a
carapace of <4 inches in length) in the
United States (3). That prohibition led
to a substantial decline in human
salmonellosis cases associated with
turtles (4). However, because the
prohibition is not fully enforced and
contains exceptions (e.g., sales for
educational purposes), human turtle-
associated cases continue to occur.
This report describes several recent
cases of turtle-associated
salmonellosis reported to CDC by
state and local health departments
since September 2006, including a
fatal case in an infant. These cases
illustrate that small turtles remain a
source of human  Salmonella
infections. Although ongoing public

education measures aimed at
preventing reptile-acquired
Salmonella infections are helpful,

prohibiting the sale of small turtles
likely remains the most effective
public health action to prevent turtle-
associated salmonellosis.

Salmonella Pomona Infections ---
Multiple States

On February 20, 2007, a female infant
aged 3 weeks with a 1-day history of
poor feeding and lethargy was
evaluated in an emergency
department at a Florida hospital. The
patient was transferred immediately to
a tertiary-care pediatric hospital; on
arrival, she was febrile and in septic
shock. Antibiotics were administered.
She died on March 1. Cultures of
cerebrospinal fluid and blood samples
yielded Salmonella serotype Pomona.

The parents of the patient were
interviewed by the Florida Department
of Health. A family friend had
purchased a small turtle with a
carapace of 1.25 inches from a flea



market in north central Florida in mid-
November 2006. The turtle was
purchased as a pet and given to the
patient's family in late January 2007.
After the death of the infant,
laboratory testing of the turtle and its
environment was performed by the
Florida Bureau of Laboratories. A
fecal sample from the turtle yielded S.
Pomona. The S. Pomona isolates
from the patient and the turtle were
indistinguishable by pulsed-field gel
electrophoresis (PFGE).

A total of 19 other S. Pomona isolates
from 19 patients in 11 states
(Alabama, Arizona, California, Florida,
Massachusetts, Nevada, New Mexico,
New York, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, and Texas) with a PFGE
pattern closely related to the isolate
from the Florida patient and turtle
were submitted to PulseNet* with
isolation dates ranging from October
2, 2006 to April 23, 2007. To
determine whether these cases of S.
Pomona infection were associated
with turtle exposure, CDC staff,
through OutbreakNet,t coordinated
an investigation with state and city
health departments, which conducted
interviews with patients or their
parents or guardians. The median age
of patients was 3 years (range: 2
months--59 years). lllness onsets
occurred during September 30, 2006--
April 23, 2007. Of the 15 interviewed
patients, 12 (80%) had direct or
indirect contact with a turtle within 7
days before illness onset. Among
those 12 patients, nine (75%) had
turtles as household pets. The
duration of turtle ownership before
illness onset ranged from <1 month to
approximately 5 years. Among the six
patients for ~ whom purchase
information was available, all had
purchased small turtles as pets from
flea markets or pet shops. Carapace
size at time of purchase was not
reported. No common vendor was
identified.

Salmonella | 4,[5],12:i:- Infections ---
Ohio and Tennessee

Ohio. In September 2006, a
previously healthy boy aged 8 years
had onset of bloody diarrhea with
cramping, headache, vomiting, and
fever of 101.0F (38.3C). The Ohio
Department of Health Laboratory
isolated Salmonella | 4,[5],12:i:- from
a stool specimen. The patient
recovered at home after 3 days. No
family member reported a similar

illness while the patient was ill.
However, the next month, the
patient's brother, aged 12 years, had
onset of bloody diarrhea; a stool
specimen vyielded Salmonella |
4,[5],12:i:-.

Two weeks before the first patient
became ill, the family had purchased
three red-eared slider turtles as pets,
each with a carapace of <4 inches, at
a flea market in southeastern
Kentucky. The Ohio Department of
Agriculture Laboratory isolated
Salmonella  from the coelomic
contents of the turtles and a water
sample from the turtles' aquarium.
The isolates were serotyped at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
National Veterinary Services
Laboratory; the turtle isolates were
Salmonella | 4,[5],12:i:-, S. Litchfield,
and S. Infantis, and the water sample
isolate  was S. Infantis. The
Salmonella | 4,[5],12:i:- isolates from
the patients and turtles were
indistinguishable by PFGE performed
at the Ohio Department of Health
Laboratory.

Tennessee. In September 2006, a
previously healthy woman aged 45
years was hospitalized with diarrhea,
chills, fever of 102.8F (39.3C),
abdominal cramps, myalgia, fatigue,
nausea, and vomiting of 24 hours'
duration. The patient was treated with
antibiotics and intravenous fluids and
released after 3 days. A stool
specimen vyielded Salmonella |
4,[5],12:i:-. The patient became ill less
than 2 weeks after her son, aged 7
years, received two small red-eared
slider turtles, both with carapaces of
<2 inches, as a gift from family friends
who had purchased them in Florida
from an unknown vendor. The child
also had onset of diarrhea shortly
after receiving the turtles, but no
specimens were collected during his
illness.

County health officials visited the
patient's home and collected a stool
specimen from the child, an external
surface swab from both turtles, and a
water sample from the aquarium.
Specimens from the child and turtles
yielded Salmonella | 4,[5],12:i:-
isolates, which were indistinguishable
from the mother's isolate based on
PFGE performed at the Tennessee
Department of Health Laboratory. The
aquarium water sample vyielded
Salmonella Pomona.

Reported by: D Chatfield, MSEH,
Clark County Combined Health
District; K Winpisinger, MS, Ohio Dept
of Health. P Sumner, N Grossman,
MD, Marion County Health Dept; R
Hammond, PhD, D Windham, P
Fiorella, PhD, Florida Dept of Health.
ME Ress, Sullivan County Regional
Health Dept; H Hardin, MPA,
Tennessee Dept of Health Laboratory
Svcs; J Dunn, DVM, Tennessee Dept
of Health. M Iwamoto, MD, T-A
Nguyen, MPH, N Patel, J Lockett, M
Sotir, PhD, Div of Foodborne,
Bacterial, and Mycotic Diseases,
National Center for Zoonotic, Vector-
Borne, and Enteric Diseases, CDC.

Editorial Note :
Salmonella illness remains a major

public health problem in the United
States, with an estimated 1.4 million

nontyphoidal human  Salmonella
infections occurring annually, resulting
in approximately 15,000

hospitalizations and 400 deaths (5).
Reptiles are a well-established source
of human salmonellosis; a study
conducted during 1996--1997
attributed an estimated 6% of all
human, laboratory-confirmed,
sporadic Salmonella infections in the
United States (and 11% of infections
among persons aged <21 years) to
contact with reptiles and amphibians
(6). The epidemiologic and laboratory
findings from the investigations
described in this report demonstrate
that turtles were the likely source of
infection in these human
salmonellosis cases. Exposure to
turtles was associated with
salmonellosis, and identical PFGE
Salmonella strains were isolated from
samples from patients and their turtles
in three separate instances.
Nontyphoidal human  Salmonella
illnesses in the United States are co!

mmon and usually  sporadic;
therefore, many cases of turtle-
associated human salmonellosis likely
occur without detection or without a
recognized link to exposure to turtles.

Despite a federal law prohibiting the
sale or distribution of small turtles as
pets, such sales still occur.
Salmonella can be transmitted to
humans by direct or indirect contact
with a turtle or its feces. No reliable
methods are available to guarantee
that a turtle is free of Salmonella.
Most turtles are colonized with
Salmonella and shed the bacteria
intermittently in their feces. Certain



techniques to eliminate Salmonella
from turtles have been unsuccessful
and have resulted in Salmonella
isolates with increased antibiotic
resistance (7). In addition, turtles not
shedding Salmonella species under
normal circumstances have been
shown to actively shed the bacteria
when stressed (8). Moreover, water in
turtle bowls or aquariums can amplify
any Salmonella shed by turtles. For
these reasons, all turtles, regardless
of carapace size, should be handled
as though they are infected with
Salmonella.

In 1980, CDC estimated that the 1975
federal prohibition of the sale of small

turtles in the United States had
prevented an estimated 100,000
cases of turtle-associated

salmonellosis in children aged 1--9
years in 1976 (4). These additional
cases might have resulted in
approximately 1,500 hospitalizations
and 40 deaths that year (4--6).
Reductions in  human illnesses
associated with  turtle-associated
Salmonella strains were observed in
other countries when similar small
turtle sale prohibitions were enacted
(9,20). When Sweden joined the
European Union in 1996 and sale
prohibitions were repealed, the
number of human salmonellosis
cases from reptile-associated
Salmonella strains increased
substantially, with children being most
affected (9).

The recent cases of turtle-associated
human salmonellosis described in this
report emphasize the need for
improved prevention measures.
Public education aimed at preventing
reptile-acquired Salmonella infections
is ongoing in the United States (Box).
After identification of the cluster of
Salmonella Pomona infections and
the fatal case in the infant described
in this report, the Food and Drug
Administration issued a consumer
advisory  update, available at
http://www.fda.gov/consumer/updates
/turtles042307.html, emphasizing the
risks for salmonellosis associated with
small pet turtles. Consumers were
reminded of recommendations for
reducing the risk for Salmonella
infection from all reptiles, which
include washing hands with soap and
water after handling reptiles or their
cages and keeping reptiles out of
food-preparation areas. CDC has
published similar recommendations,
available at
http://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/spotlig

ht an_turtles.htm. Such education
measures are helpful, b!

ut prohibiting the sale of small turtles
likely remains the most effective
public health action to prevent turtle-

associated salmonellosis.
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[ TROPICAL TREE FROGS, POISON DART FROGS EVEN THE AME RICAN TOADS

THE DETAILS

Each magnet measures approximately 2.5" x 3.5"5(6x38.89cm) with a metal shell,
mylar/UV protecting cover and flat magnetic backeTartwork is a full color, realistic,
reproduction of an original line art drawing.

GET YOUR ORDERS IN NOW

If you need your magnets by Christmas order therD&gember 1st through PayPal, our accoun

asalzberg@herpdigest.org

Or credit card: email us your visa or master camhioer, (we don’t accept any other credit carc |
expiration date, shipping and billing address. ¥an order with credit cards by phone 1-718-275-2190

If you wish to order by check, we can’'t guarantesytwill arrive in time for Christmas. But make theut to Herpdigest

and send them to Herpdigest/c/o Allen Salzberg/6B@&oth Street —-5B/Forest Hills, NY 11375

For Hanukah order them by the November 21st. Thougltan't guarantee they will arrive
on the first day of Hanukah, they’ll probably agigometime during the festival.

Orders sent by credit card or PayPal must be mgdedoember 1st to insure they arrive
before Christmas.

All funds go to Herpdigest: The only bi-weekly néetter reporting on the latest science and
conservation news on reptiles and amphibians.

Each Magnet is $6.00 each and
SHIPPING IS FREE.



Jour nées techniques « Cistude d’ Europe »

15 et 16 février 2008 a Montpellier

BULLETIN D’INSCRIPTION

A retourner a :

Thomas Gendre
Conservatoire des Espaces Naturels du Languedossion
cen-lr@wanadoo.fr

Ou s'’inscrire par téléphone au

04.67.29.90.64

Nom :

Prénom :

Organisme :

Fonction :

Adresse :

Téléphone :

Courriel :

Inscription :
- le vendredi 15 février (Conférences) Oul NON

- le samedi 16 février (Visites de sites) OUI NON

Un programme détaillé vous sera envoyeé en fin dann

Conservatoires des Espaces Naturels
474 allée Henry Il de Montmorency - 34 000 Montigell

Tél. 04 67 29 90 64 - Fax 04 67 58 42 19 - e-m@en-lIr@wanadoo.fr




Jour nées techniques « Cistude d’ Europe »

15 et 16 février 2008 a Montpellier

Proposition de contribution

A retourner a :

André Miquet
Conservatoire du Patrimoine Naturel de la Savoie
a.miquet@patrimoine-naturel-savoie.org

Nom :

Prénom :

Organisme :

Fonction :

Adresse :

Téléphone :

Courriel ;

Proposition :
Titre :

Auteurs :

Exposé oral (15 minutes max.) Poster

Résumé :

Conservatoires des Espaces Naturels
474 allée Henry Il de Montmorency - 34 000 Montieell

Tél. 04 67 29 90 64 - Fax 04 67 58 42 19 - e-m@@n-lr@wanadoo.fr




[ LES PRIX DU MARCHE SUR INTERNET

Updated 01 March 2007

Please read through this page as it answers mestigus.
Click on common names to open species page.

*Sulcata require a
health certificate
when crossing state
lines. So if you live
outside of Florida, |
will need to charge
$15 per order
(whether one tortoise
or many).

Reference link.
** | do not normally
sell WC, buton a
recent deal | ended u
with too many males.
They are 6" and
feeding on shrimp
and fish.

D

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME YEAR PRICE
Snakeneck / Sideneck Turtles Chelidae
Siebenrock's Snakeneck Chelodina siebenrocki 2007 $100
Parker's Snakeneck Chelodina parkeri 2007 $150
Reimann's Snakeneek Chelodina reimanni ** wcC $350
Branderhorst's Side-necked TurtleElseya branderhorstii 2005 sold out
New Guinea Snapping Turtle Elseya novaeguineae 2006 sold out
Red-bellied Short-necked Turtle | Emydura subglobosa 2006 sold out
Geoffrey's Side-necked Turtle Phrynops geoffroanus tuberosus 2006 sold out
Gibba Turtle Phrynops gibbus 2006 sold out
Hilaire's Side-necked Turtle Phrynops hilarii 2006 sold out
Common Toad Headed Turtle Phrynops nasuta 2006 sold out
Sideneck Turtles Pelomedusidae
West African Mud Turtle Pelusios castaneus 2006 sold out
African Helmeted Turtle Pelomedusa subrufa 2005 sold out
Pond Turtles Emydidae;Emydinae
North American Spotted Turtle | Clemmys guttata 2006 | sold out
European Pond Turtle Emys orbicularis 2006 sold out
Pond & River Turtles Emydidae;Batagurinae
Vietnamese Leaf Turtle Annamemys annamensis 2006 $80
Painted Terrapin Callagur borneoensis 2006 sold out
Amboina Box Turtle Cuora amboinensis 2006 sold out
Brown Roofed Turtl Kachuga smithi 2007 $250
Caspian Pond Turtle Mauremys caspica
Chinese Thread Turtle Ocadia sinensis 2006 sold out
Central American Wood Turtle Rhinoclemmys pulcherrima mann 2006
Tortoises Testudidae
Russian Tortoise Agrionemys horsfieldii 2006 sold out
Red-footed Tortoise Geochelone carbonaria 2007 $100

3 for $270
Cherryhead Red-footed Tortoise | Geochelone carbonaria 2007 $175
African Spurred Tortoise Geochelone sulcata * 2007 $70*

3 for $200*
Forsten's Tortoise Indotestudo forsteni 2006 sold out
Eastern Hermann's Tortoise Testudo hermanni boettgeri 2007 $115

3 for $300
Turkish Spur-thighed Tortoise Testudo graeca ibera 2005 sold out
Golden Greek Testudo graeca terrestris 2006 sold out
Mud / Musk Turtles Kinosternidae
Scorpion Mud Turtle Kinosternon s. scorpioides 2005 sold out
White-throated Mud Turtle K. s. albogulare 2006 sold out
Red-cheeked Mud Turtle K.s. cruentatum 2006 sold out
Softshell Turtles Trionychidae; Cyclanorbinae
Seneqgal Flapshell Turtle Cyclanorbis senegalensis 2004 sold out

SHIPPING

Priority, or Delta Dash.

gel cold packs. Please recyE.

UAII boxes and packing materials are new. You carseeghe box and

I ship Monday through Wednesday and use UPS NextAda FedEx

UPS next Day Air and FedEXx Priority Overnight ctemgre below.
These are calculated for my smaller box, larggereknts requiring a larger
box are billed at the same r:
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TORTUE TERRESTRE ETOILEE

Adresse (rue): Neuville en Ferrain, Lildficher le plan- Lieu : Paris/5 - ParisTout Paris
Date de mise en ligne : 11-Juil-07

Référence de I'annonce : 17473986 Visites unidhres:

- geochelone elegans

- élevage 2002

- 14 -15 cm taille

- papiers

- prix: 375,- euro




EMYS CONSERVATION EDITIORIAL POLICY

Emys Conservation Editorial Policy
Emys Conservation Org. is a non-profit corporattwat publishes this electronic newsletter and hiaguture website.

The editor reserves all rights to decide what sthdal included in these publications. Publicatioesinot indicate endorsement or
accuracy of any article or book included, sold entioned. It is up to the reader to make that dateation. All copyrighted
material is rewritten or excerpted to pass theuda@ law or permission has been given for Emys @oasion to use. Since the
editor can't guarantee the accuracy of the arfiEles/s Conservation is not liable for anything saidn article. Documented
corrections of an item included in Emys Conservahlewsletter will be considered for posting as attér to the Editor”. No Back
Issues are available. No issues in print are availdf you have any suggestions, articles or annements you wish to see posted

in Emys Conservation Newsletter please contacedier atemyso@aol.com

Emys Conservation Also Accepts Advertising.
Rates differ for profit and non-profit organizatiomewsletters, seminars, books, pet care pro¢luetéve animals) and for
placement on the newsletter or the website Cortagso@aol.com for more information

You are receiving Emys Conservation Newsletter bsegou are concerned. If you wish to stop recgidmys Conservation
Newsletter just contact emyso@aol.com and yourcsigi®n will be terminated immediately

If you have any questions or complaints please siegwh directly to us at emyso@aol.com and youdkree a response or acted on
immediately.
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